Comparison of different anthelminthic drug regimens against Mansonella perstans filariasis.
Mansonella perstans filariasis is widely present in Africa and equatorial America and its pathogenicity has recently been reconsidered. Effective treatment is lacking and there is no consensus on the optimal therapeutic approach. The aim of this study was to compare the effects of different drug regimens on M. perstans infection. Six different anthelminthic therapeutic protocols were undertaken on 165 subjects with M. perstans infection and their effects on microfilariae burden were evaluated. Diethylcarbamazine (DEC) was able to reduce microfilariae density in the majority of cases, but it seldom eliminated infection after a single treatment. Mebendazole appeared to be more active than DEC in eliminating the infection, with a comparable rate of overall responses. Ivermectin and praziquantel showed no modification of microfilariae concentration. Thiabendazole showed a small but significant activity against the infection. Combination treatments (DEC plus mebendazole) resulted in a significantly higher activity than the single drugs.